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“Where there is no vision, the people perish...” Proverbs 29:18   - 

Oakland Post 

Supt. Antwan Wilson Calls on Educators 
to Grasp the “Urgency of Now”

Antwan Wilson

By Ken A. Epstein

Oakland Unified School 
District’s new superintendent 
Antwan Wilson has released 
a statement urging educators 
to look at how their work will 
be affected by the  “Black 
Lives Matter” movement that 
is sweeping the country. 

“Every so often in life, you 
encounter defining moments; 
events that contain echoes 
of your past, underscore the 
urgency of the present, and 
clarify the future,” he wrote. 

“Recent weeks have pro-
vided not just one, but a series 
of such moments,” which are 
a “testament to the disposable 
nature of Black life in this so-
ciety,” he said.

He mentioned his own ex-
periences with “the injustice 
of police harassment,” first as 
a teenager and then last year 
as an assistant superintendent 
for Denver Public Schools. 

“My title did not protect 
me; the privilege of my posi-

tion was insignificant next to 
the color of my skin,” said. 

“Unlike Michael Brown, 
Tamir Rice, and Eric Garner, 
however, my brush with dis-
crimination did not cost me 
my life. I survived. This is 
what passes for consolation.”

That unarmed men and 
children have been “ killed at 
the hands of those appointed 
to protect and serve is mad-
dening. It’s a call to action 
for anyone who cares about 
equality or who believes that 
the ideals of this country 
must be demonstrated in ac-

tions as well as in words.”
“As educators, the chal-

lenge is to help our children 
direct this fear and anger in 
a way that helps them fight 
injustice—while remaining 
alive,” Wilson wrote. “We 
must give our students the 
knowledge, the support, and 
the tools to maximize their 
chance at the most basic of 
conditions, survival, so they 
can reform society to the 
point where these lessons are 

no longer necessary.”
He added that there was a 

time when he was  “deeply 
distrustful of all law enforce-
ment.”  But over the years 
he has met and worked with 
“many excellent police offi-
cers.”

“These are impressive pub-
lic servants, men and women 
performing an incredibly dif-
ficult job with little acclaim,” 

Jesse Jackson Visits Oakland’s Street
 Academy, Says “Black Lives Matter”

After dialoguing for nearly an hour about police violence against people of color 
and methods for change, students at Emiliano Zapata Street Academy and Jesse 
Jackson chanted together, ‘I am somebody. Respect me. Red, yellow, brown, 
black and white; I am somebody. We’re all precious in God’s sight.’ Photo by Ashley 
Chambers.

By Ashley Chambers 
and Ken Epstein

In an impromptu visit to 
Emiliano Zapata Street Acad-
emy in Oakland on Tuesday, 
Rev. Jesse Jackson sat down 
in a circle with students to dis-
cuss police violence against 
people of color and how to-
day’s movement for racial jus-
tice can spark change.

Teacher Maya Semans and 
Principal Gina Hill were at-
tending a fundraiser for their 
school at Pican restaurant in 
Oakland Monday night when 
they noticed Jesse Jackson 
having dinner elsewhere in the 
restaurant. 

 They invited him to come 
speak to students at the school, 
and he agreed to come the next 
day.

The students talked about 
their feelings about being ha-
rassed by police and police vi-
olence experienced by friends 

and family members. 
Some spoke about the 

lasting pain and fear they 
feel about the killing of Os-
car Grant, who was shot by 

a BART police officer at the 
Fruitvale BART station on 
New Year’s Day in 2009.

Weighing heavily on the 
discussion was the statistic 

that has gone viral since the 
Ferguson, MO protests began: 
Every 28 hours, police in the 
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Housing Issues Will Be a  
Priority for District 2 

Councilmember Abel Guillen 

Abel Guillen

By Ken Epstein

Abel Guillen, recently 
elected as the District 2 repre-
sentative on the Oakland City 
Council, has already begun 
reaching out to fellow coun-
cilmembers as he prepares to 
take office in January.  

“During the campaign I 
met with Desley Brooks, Dan 
Kalb and Noel Gallo,” he said.  
“My goal is to meet with all 
the council members. I’m 
meeting with Rebecca Kaplan 
this week.”

He plans to plunge from 
day one into the issues that 
affect his district and the com-
munity as a whole. 

“Housing is a big issue,” 
said Guillen.” I will champion 
efforts citywide to create more 
affordable housing options 

Continued on Page 8

Explosive Growth Coming
to Oakland, Say Developers 

Michael Ghielmetti Floyd Kephart

By Ken Epstein

Local business people 
packed into the grand ball-
room in the Oakland Marriott 
City Center last Friday to hear 
Mayor Jean Quan, Mayor-
elect Libby Schaaf and a panel 
of five major Bay Area devel-
opers talk about the develop-
ment free-for-all that is begin-
ning to unfold in Oakland. 

The event, called “Oakland 
Structures,” was sponsored by 

the San Francisco Business 
Times at a cost of $70 a head 
and was billed as offering in-
sight on the big changes that 
are coming to the city.

“Investors are converging 
on Oakland in unprecedented 
numbers, and it’s a pivotal 
time for the city. Oakland can 
no longer be considered to 
be on the ‘verge,’” according 
to the announcement for the 
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Jobs Available for Young Adults
Young people who are 18 or 19 years old can apply for jobs 

that pay $10 an hour plus bonuses through the “North County 
Highway to Work Program (SASYEP),” offered by the Oak-
land Private Industry Council (PIC), Alameda County Social 
Services Agency and Youth Service Provider agencies.   

The program is designed for young people who are cur-
rently enrolled in school or thinking abut returning to school 
or completing a GED. Please note: there are program eligibil-
ity requirements.

For more information, contact Yvette Smith at (510) 768-
4404 at the Oakland Private Industry Council, 1212 Broad-
way, Second Floor in Oakland.

Encinal Black Students Hold Silent Protest 

The Black Student Union 
(BSU)  at Encinal High School 
in Alameda on Wednesday 
held a “Black Lives Matter” 
silent protest and lunchtime 
forum to stand in solidarity 
with the nationwide protests 
against the grand jury deci-
sions in the killings of Michael 
Brown in Ferguson, MO and 
Eric Garner in New York City. 

“We believe there is a na-
tional, systemic bias regard-

ing who lethal force is used 
against and how police-in-
volved shootings are prosecut-
ed,” said a written statement 
released by the BSU.

“These verdicts do not 
have to polarize our nation nor 
our (Encinal) community into 
a White vs. Black standoff,” 
according to the statement. 
“The diverse groups of people 
protesting in Oakland, Fergu-
son, New York and elsewhere, 

prove that citizens of all races 
and walks of life have a stake 
in the conversation about the 
often toxic relationship be-
tween law enforcement and 
communities of color.”

The protesters wore black 
and stood in silence, symbol-
izing “the silenced voices of 
Eric Garner, Tamir Rice, Tray-
von Martin, Michael Brown, 
Andy Lopez, Michael Bell, 
Oscar Grant and many oth-

ers,” the statement said. 
Following the silent pro-

test, students held a forum and 
invited students to go to the 
Media Center to submit con-
dolences to Michael Brown’s 
family and participate in a 
community art project. 

The Filipino Advocates for 
Justice also held a police bru-
tality workshop after school in 
the old Faculty Lounge. 

Stay Alive Oakland 
Safety Forum

The community is invited on Thursday, Dec. 18, 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m., to discuss what a safer and more just Oakland 
looks like for people of color and to develop a set of policy 
recommendations to present to city officials.

Attending will  be representatives of the Oakland Police 
Department, youth leaders, community activists, local of-
ficials, advocates and faith leaders who will participate as 
guest panelists.

The event is co-sponsored by Melvin Cowan of Stay 
Alive Oakland and Rev. Robert Lacy of Saint Andrew Mis-
sionary Baptist and its affiliates.

 The forum will be held at Saint Andrew Missionary 
Baptist Church, 2624 West St.in  Oakland.  

For more information and to RSVP, call (510) 214.3099 
or email stayaliveoakland@gmail.com

Is BART Being Fair?
OpinionBy Darrel 

Carey

The Bay 
Area Rapid 
Transit (BART) 

for many years has utilized 
minority low-income commu-
nities as a transit route through 
Oakland.

What has been the return 
to these communities? Our 
homes are being rattled by rail 
noise and our quality of life is 
being destroyed while BART 
goes through minority com-

munities.
The West Oakland Tran-

sit Orientated Development 
(TOD) that would place 
housing and commercial re-
tail around the West Oakland 
BART station, from 5th Street 
to 7th Street and Mandela Park 
Way to Peralta, has a proposed 
cost of $1 billion. The TOD 
could be a great economic 
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By Ken Epstein

Rashidah Grinage is step-
ping down after seven years 
as executive director of People 
United for a Better Life in Oak-
land (PUEBLO) in order to 
focus full time on PUEBLO’s 
campaign to “establish effec-
tive and independent oversight 
of police in Oakland.”

“We will have been work-
ing on this for 20 years already, 
and we will not relent, and we 
will not be deterred,” said Gri-
nage, speaking at PUEBLO’s 
25th anniversary celebration 
in Oakland last Saturday. 

With a national spotlight 
on the lack of police account-
ability, she said, now is a good 
time to redouble efforts to es-
tablish civilian oversight of 
police and “promote restor-
ative justice alternatives to the 
criminal justice/law enforce-
ment practices of arrest and 
incarceration – especially for 
juvenile offenders.”

Replacing Grinage as ex-
ecutive director is John Yuasa, 
a graduate of Hasting College 
of Law and former executive 
director of Tiburcio Vasquez 
Health Center and the East 
Bay Asian Local Development 
Corporation. 

City Councilmember Noel 
Gallo was honored at the Sat-
urday night event for his com-
munity leadership. He was 
recognized for his years as a 
school board member who im-
proved educational opportuni-

Explosive Growth Coming
to Oakland, Say Developers 

Continued from page 1
event. 

Remarkably for Oakland, 
African Americans and La-
tinos were absent from the 
speakers’ platform and few in 
number in the ballroom.

Beside the present and 
future mayors, speakers in-
cluded Michael Ghielmetti, 
president of Signature Devel-
opment Group, which along 
with a major Beijing inves-
tor, is building 3,100 units of 
market-rate housing on the 
Embarcadero in Oakland; and 
Floyd Kephart, chairman of 
Renaissance Companies, Inc., 
who hopes to build the mas-
sive Coliseum City project 
near the Oakland Airport.

Other Bay Area develop-
ers who shared their views 
on Oakland’s future and their 
projects were Michael Co-
hen, co-founder and princi-
pal of the Strada Investment 
Group; Phil Kerr, president of 
the Northern California City 
Ventures; and Scott Smithers, 
managing principal of Lane 
Partners LLC.

“We are hungry for devel-
opment after winning the Nov. 
4 election,” said Mayor-elect 
Schaaf, in an interview with 
the SF Business Times a few 
days after the election.

“However, we also have 
tremendous needs. We are an 
old city, and we have incred-
ible deferred maintenance,” 
she said, emphasizing that de-
velopers have to expect to pay 
city fees.

She told the developers at 
the Business Times event that 
her goal is to create “predict-
ability and clarity” for devel-
opment projects in the city, 
hire “kick-ass (staff) who get 
things done” and make the 
City of Oakland “the least ir-
ritating government possible.”

Floyd Kephart said that he 
represented a number of in-
vestors who want to build the 
Coliseum City project, which 
has been proposed but not yet 
approved by the city. 

The project has already 
stirred concerns among city 
residents – some who want to 
assure that jobs and housing 
go to local people and oth-
ers who say that the project 
as proposed would create a 
destructive, not constructive, 
presence in the city.

“I don’t know what the fu-
ture will bring, but I know it’s 
coming,” said Kephart, who 
said that he and the financiers 
he represents would like to go 
ahead with the full project that 
has been proposed by city staff 
and consultants.

“We don’t know exactly 
what form it will take,” he 
said, but the city has created a 
great proposal. “We’re not try-
ing to change that. We’re try-
ing to implement that.”

As proposed, the huge 
complex would contain new 
stadiums for up to three teams, 
1.9 million-square-feet of re-
tail and office space, several 
hotels and restaurants and en-
tertainment.

“All of us (financiers) live 
on demographics” who base 
their decisions looking at the 
trends, Kephart said. “I rep-
resent 40 private equity hedge 
funds. Private capital goes 
where the opportunities are.”

“There is no doubt that 
capital is coming here,” he 
said. “The question is whether 
it will build the future” that 
Oaklanders want.

This development is go-
ing to take time, Kephart said.  
“It’s a process, and it never 
comes out the way” people 
expected it would be at the be-
ginning of the process.

linked to public transit pro-
grams,” he wrote in his cam-
paign literature.

Among the complex hous-
ing problems facing coun-
cilmembers and Mayor-elect 
Libby Schaaf are the need 
for homes for the thousands 
of new people moving into 
Oakland, raising rents and 
continuing foreclosures that 
are driving many people out 
of the city, and the pressure to 
provide space for high-price 
condominium developments 

Housing Issues Will Be a Priority for Abel Guillen 
Continued from page 1 that most people in Oakland 

cannot afford.
The New Brooklyn Ba-

sin development will be built 
along the Embarcadero, bring-
ing 3,100 market-rate units 
and many new voters to Guil-
len’s district.

District 2 incumbent coun-
cilmember Pat Kernighan did 
not run for reelection. The 
district includes Chinatown, 
Crocker Highlands, San An-
tonio, Grand Lake and East 
Lake neighborhoods. 

Guillen said he will also 

focus on basic city services 
– public safety and repairing 
streets, potholes become a 
greater problem during win-
ter months – and graffiti and 
blight removal. 

Prior to his election, he 
served on the Peralta Commu-
nity College District Board of 
Trustees. He is a professional 
financial advisor, working 
with school districts and other 
public agencies to secure bond 
funding to build schools and 
other structures.

“Black Lives Matter”
U.S kill an unarmed Black 
person.

“I don’t like to think about 
what’s happening in this city, 
even though it comes to my 
attention that its happening 
all across America, all across 
the world matter of fact,” said 
ninth-grader Lamar Miller, 
reflecting on the shooting of 
Oscar Grant. “Its not okay. I 
don’t like to think of the city 
that I grew up in as just vio-
lence and destruction.”

Rev. Jackson praised the 
students’ energy and insight, 
saying, “Life is connected –  
history is unbroken. This is not 
a new struggle.  Each genera-
tion has had its own fight.” 

Discussing the need to be 
willing to face society’s hostil-

Continued from page 1 ity, he pointed out that people 
began to love Martin Luther 
King Jr. only after his death, 
not when he was still alive and 
fighting for justice. 

“People have a way of 
loving martyrs when they’re 
dead,” Rev. Jackson said. “But 
he died a very hated man.”

Young people are so strong 
and are coming together be-
cause they have been hurt 
so much, said a young man 
named Tyheir Bolden. “We 
won’t take no for an answer,” 
he said.

“This is the 21st Century. 
Why are we still having rac-
ism?” Asked a young woman 
named Mika.

“We have a lot of anger in 
us. The older generation says 
we are crazy or stupid. But 

we have so much anger,” said 
Alysia Oliver. 

“We’re really the voice that 
you guys need to hear,” said 
Oliver, a 10th grader, who 
feels the recent movement 
should be more inclusive of 
younger people.

Jackson said he was im-
pressed with the teachers at 
Street Academy who regularly 
engage students in construc-
tive dialogue around these is-
sues. 

“Don’t self degrade; don’t 
diminish yourself,” Jackson 
said to students.

“Where there is life, there 
is hope. Where there is life, 
there is responsibility. Where 
there is hope, there is nothing 
you cannot achieve,” he said.

The Emiliano Zapata Street 

Academy is an Oakland pub-
lic school. It is located at 417 
29th St. in Oakland and can be 
reached at (510) 874-3630.

Supt. Wilson Calls Educators to Grasp the “Urgency of Now”
he wrote. “Police officers de-
serve our respect. Those who 
abuse the public trust deserve 
our condemnation and must 
be held accountable.”

He recalled the words of 

Continued from page 1 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.: 
“We are now faced with the 
fact that tomorrow is today. 
We are confronted with the 
fierce urgency of now. In 
this unfolding conundrum 
of life and history, there is 

such a thing as being too 
late. This is no time for ap-
athy or complacency. This 
is a time for vigorous and 
positive action.”

 Antwan Wilson is Su-
perintendent of the Oak-

land Unified School Dis-
trict.

For the full text of Wil-
son’s letter, go to post-
newsgroup.com.

Left to right: Frank Tucker, Mayor-elect Libby Schaaf, Dr. Jasper Lowery, Mother Ruby VanHook, Bill Patterson, Kiran 
Karnad and Dr. Lawrence VanHook. Photo by Dondria VanHook.

Mayor-elect Schaaf Visits The Community Church
Mayor-elect Libby Schaaf 

recently made a visit to The 
Community Church in Oak-
land, where Pastor Lawrence 
VanHook and members of-
fered a prayer for her family 

and success in her new posi-
tion.

Schaaf reflected on the 
miscarriage of justice in Fer-
guson, MO where a St. Louis 
grand jury did not indict po-

lice officer Darren Wilson. In 
response to protests in Oak-
land and around the Bay Area 
in solidarity with Ferguson, 
Schaaf talked about unifying 
the community and making 

Oakland a “forerunner” in 
community development.

She said she is willing 
and ready to take on the chal-
lenge.

Rashidah Grinage symbolically passes the torch to 
John Yuasa at PUEBLO’s 25th anniversary celebation 
last  Saturday at La Furia Chalaca in Oakland. 

Rashidah Grinage Passes the Torch at PUEBLO Celebration
 John Yuasa takes over as  executive director 

ties for children and his coura-
geous support as chair of the 
city council’s Public Safety 
Committee for a community-
based police reform initiative. 

While PUEBLO is most 
known for its work on Oak-
land police-related issues, the 
anniversary celebration recog-
nized a number of the group’s 
other programs.

Cocina de PUEBLO teach-
es young people how to plan 
and prepare delicious, health, 
culturally appropriate meals 
using fresh, affordable ingre-
dients.  The 16-week, hands-
on program teaches safe food 
preparation, healthy menu 
planning, food sources, nutri-
tion, and marketing and pro-
motion.

The K-5 Garden Education 
project at Madison Park Acad-
emy takes all of the school’s 
300 students on weekly visits 
to an outdoor garden class-
room to study science and 
nutrition, maintaining a gar-
den and managing food scrap 
composting.

The Balancing the Inner 
Outer Reentry program, head-
ed by Isaac Taggart, serves 
Black and Latino men who 
live in Oakland, ages 19 and 
older, who were formerly in-
carcerated at Santa Rita jail or 
San Quentin Prison.

“We recruit them while 
they are incarcerated, one to 
three months pre-release,” 
said Taggart.  “They will get 

case management services and 
assistance in developing their 
transitional plan in preparation 
for being released.”

Post-release clients will 

participate in restorative jus-
tice healing circles and have 
a mentor, as well as help in 
implementing an employment 
and educational plan, he said. 

Is BART Being Fair?
boost for West Oakland and 
minority businesses and job-
seekers.

But BART and its develop-
er China Harbor should have 
to aggressively include a fair 
share of funds to local minori-
ties.

Last week, the BART 
Board approved a Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) Exclu-
sive Negotiated Agreement 
with China Harbor, a China-
based engineering company 
with a satellite office in San 
Ramon, which was selected 
over a local minority-owned 
company. It causes many to 
wonder if this choice is a plan 
for the continued gentrifica-

tion in West Oakland. Let’s 
hope not.

I believe that our diverse 
communities should benefit 
from developments and not 
be overlooked again. Oak-
land’s population of 409,000 
has a 9.4 percent unemploy-
ment rate, and Black men are 
looked upon as an endangered 
species.

Oakland’s minorities can-
not afford to take another 
economic hit. We should take 
a stand for what is right and 
fight for economic fairness 
and balance within our com-
munities.

The BART Board has a 
great opportunity to do the 
right thing. Let’s hold them 
accountable.

Imprisoned Compassion

A poem by Richard Wembe Johnson, Folsom State 
Prison

One would think in a prison cell one couldn’t find compassion;
From all likelihood, it would seem unlikely in any fashion.
This, however, depends greatly on one’s view on life;
You can’t expect to have warm feelings, while your heart is 

filled with strife.
There are those who think that real feelings come from out-

ward sources;
This unfortunately is the attitude of a lazy mind that underesti-

mates nature’s forces.
Regardless of what the situation may dictate for anyone with 

fortified concern;
The practice of caring is drawn from within; this is the main 

term.
Even though I’m confined to a place that manifests hatred, vio-

lence, and anger;
The worst of my fears is to lose sight of my purpose and place 

my humanism in danger.
To succumb would be to surrender my heart, my life!


